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THE COLLOQUY OF MOSES ON MOUNT SINAI, 
BY ISAAC H. HALL, 

Metropolitan Museum, New York City. 

This colloquy is one of the compositions contained in a manuscript received 

by me in June, 1889, from Urmi, from which "The Story of Arsenius King of 

Egypt" has already appeared in HEBRAICA. The colloquy occupies the first 
fifteen pages of the manuscript, and, like the other portions, is pretty fairly writ- 

ten, with abundant points. The scribe has made a number of obvious clerical 

slips, and a great many mistakes in the pointing. The voyage dampened the 

mucilaginous ink in spots, causing the pages to stick together, and tear when 

separated, adding more pains in decipherment than one likes to spend over a 
modern copy; but not more than one word was thus rendered doubtful. The 
scribe's abbreviations I have generally spelled out, denoting the letters thus 
added by inclosing them in brackets. The pointing I have not thought worth 
while to retain, except in spots where, for one reason or another, it seemed desira- 
ble. The punctuation in our sense, however, I have retained, chiefly to show how 

necessary it is for the translator to disregard it. When punctuation (like our 

colon) follows letters supplied in brackets, it is a note of abbreviation merely, 
and I might perhaps better have omitted it. 

Except the textual notes added to the text and translation, there seems no 
need of comment. Much might be added, however, to show that, whatever be 
the origin and transmission of the story, it has much in common with the Nes- 
torian church services; some of it (for instance) coinciding verbally with passages 
in the order for the first Saturday of the Great Fast, or Lent. 

But I shall not attempt to go into the origin of the story, nor of its age. I 
know of no other Syriac copy of the story, but a Karshun version appears to exist 
in the British Museum (7209 Rich, No. 16. See Rosen and Forshall's Cat., 109- 
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111; compare Wright's Cat. III. 1309); also at Berlin, Sachau 7. 4; and in the 
"Alter Bestand," Pet. I. 24, Sachau's Verz. 57. Of these Karshun copies, that in 
the British Museum seems to bear date A.D. 1788; those in Berlin, 1699 and 1571 

respectively. 
The following are the text and translation. 
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* The word is accidentally thus repeated by the scribe. 

t The word is blotted, but I think this is correct. The other barely possible reading is 

2~. In the order for the first Saturday for Lent, where identical or parallel expressions 

with several passages here occur, the word is (A "sleep," a synonym of the word I read in 
the above text. 
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* A word or more is evidently omitted here. 
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*Perhaps i...] is to be read. 
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* Read . 

t The writing is blotted; but this is all I can make of the word. 
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* This may be a slip for C.cy, or for Q1,c simply, rather. The usual phrase is 
a.. 
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* Sic; but probably the scribe has omitted a letter. Read ~.cs.•o 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

[THE NARRATIVE OF MOSES THE APPROVED IN PROPHECY.] 

Once again, in the strength of the Being, the servant full of sin begins to 
write this Narrative of Moses the Elect in Prophecy. 

When Moses went up to the mount of Sinai to speak with God, and received 
the Old Covenant-and in it are the commandments to the children of Israel, and 
the laws and judgments, that they should keep them-and the fasting of the 

prophet Moses was in the month of Heziran [i. e., June], in the hot days of sum- 

mer, until the law descended and he received it. Now Moses began to ask of 
his Lord, O my Lord and my God, teach me what I ask of thee. 

And God said to him, What dost thou request ? And Moses answered and 
said to him, O my Lord, He who satisfies the hungry, what wilt thou give as his 
reward ? And God said to him, He who satisfies the hungry for my sake, I will 

satisfy him with my Holy Spirit, and he who clothes the naked for my name's 

sake, I will clothe him with a robe of the light of my divinity, and I will deliver 
him in the last day, and into judgment he shall not come. And Moses said, O 
my Lord, He who does not feed the poor that knocks* at his door, what wilt thou 

give him as his reward? God said to him, I will drive him from the door of 

Paradise, and will not suffer him to see my light. 
And Moses answered and said, O my Lord, he who gives water to drink on the 

waysides, what is his reward ? God said to him, I will give him to drink the 
water of life, that he thirst not forever, and I will rescue him from the flame of 
fire. 

And Moses answered and said, He that breaks the heart of the poor, what 
wilt thou requite him ? And God said to him, According as he broke the heart 
of the poor, [so] he broke my heart, and I will cast him into the fire of Gehenna. 
And Moses said, He that has compassion on the poor, giving them food and drink, 
and clothing them, and doing the desire of their heart, and doing good by them, 
what wilt thou do by them ?t And God said to him, He that does good with them 

* As the MS. is, we must read "kisses"; but the emendation requires only the transposition 
of a letter. 

t Sie, but probably a slip for "him." 
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does it with me. 1 will make him inherit the kingdom of heaven, and I will 

delight him with life eternal, which shall not pass away nor be dissolved. 
And Moses said, Hie that gives a shroud to a brother believer in the day of 

his death, what wilt thou do by him ? And God said to him, I will clothe him 
with a robe of the light of my divinity, and I will pardon him [his] sins. And 
Moses answered and said, He that digs the grave of a departed brother believer, 
what is his reward ? God said to him, I will write his name in the book of life 
with the prophets and apostles and martyrs and saints, and I will make him 
inherit the kingdom of heaven. According as he honored the body of my 
believer,* I will honor him in the last day. And Moses said, My Lord and my 
God, He that walks with the bier of the dead, and bears the dead, in the way, 
when they are bringing him to the grave, what wilt thou give him as his reward ? 

God said to him, I will write for him [for] every walk one recompense, and I 

will forgive him his debts. 
And Moses answered and said to him, lie that prays in the night, when men 

sleep, what is his reward ? Godt said to him, I will make him that he sleep not 
the sleepS of sin, even as I sleep not; and I will make him a watcher [i. e., angel] 
forever, and I will raise him to life [or, save him] in the day of the resurrection. 
And Moses said, He that prays at the risings of the morning and of the sun, what 
wilt thou give him as his reward ? And God said to him, I will forgive him his 

sins, and I will write his name with the martyrs and confessors, and will write 
for him for every word one recompense. And Moses said, He that prays at the 
third hour, what wilt thou recompense him ? And God said to him, I will enrich 
his possessions; the blessings of Abraham shall be in his house. And Moses 
said, He that prays the prayer of the sixth hour, what is his reward ? God said 
to him, The door of Paradise shall be opened before him. And Moses answered 
and said to his Maker, He that prays the prayer of the ninth hour, what is his 
reward ? And God said to him, Nine heavenly blessings shall be in his house. 
and I will multiply him his possessions, and will delight him in this world and in 
that which is to come. And Moses answered and said, lie that prays the prayer 
of the setting of the sun, what is his reward ? And God said to him, I will 
release [his] debts and the debts of his father, and I will make his portion and his 
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven; and I will not deliver him np to darkness, 
but I will make him to rejoice and exult in the light of my divinity. And Moses 
said, He that prays the prayer of [the time of] sleep, what is his reward ? God 
said to him, I will hear his prayer, and will make pass from him the evil of the 

* Or, "my body the believer." 
SThe scribe has accidentally repeated this word. Or else render: "God said unto him, I 

God will make," etc. 
$ The word is blotted and obscured, but I think this reading is right. The only other (barely) 

possible one is "death." The passage seems suggested by the order of service for the first 
Saturday of Lent, where the reading is (a different word for) "sleep." 
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night. Hear, O* Moses, what I say to thee. He that prays or fasts or watches or 
labors for my sake, I will recompense him with his reward in the two worlds, and 
I will make him inherit life eternal, and he shall be glad in the light of my coun- 

tenance, and I will give him delight in my kingdom. 
And Moses said, He that lends anything to another, what wilt thou give him ? 

God said, I will recompense him a hundred-fold; and every one that does evil to 
his fellow does it to me; and I will requite him from my good things, and I will 
deliver him from distress and from snares. Every one that does evil by his fellow, 
I also will torment him and bring upon him all manner of evils and chastisements. 

O thou Moses, according as ye shall be in love one with another, so also I will be 

among you; and if ye show kindness one to another, I also will show kindness to 

you. But if ye be angry one with another, I also will be angry with you. And 

every one that does evil with [his fellow, upon him]it I will bring every evil and 

every chastisement. 
And Moses said, He that commits uncleanness with boys, what wilt thou give 

[him] as his reward ? God said, Let his conduct and his power be with ... .1 And 
Moses said, He that commits uncleanness with beasts ? And God said to him, O 
Moses, if he be a man of full understanding, it is fitting that he fast a year, and 

pray and repent; and then let him enter the church and receive the oblation, and 
I will pardon his sins. But if he be a boy without understanding, let them fast 
for him three months. And Moses said, He that commits uncleanness, and 

repenting is confirmed in his repentance ? God said to him, If so, Moses, I will 
both forgive his sins and write his name with the penitent. And Moses said, 
He that commits uncleanness and dies without repentance, what wilt thou 

requite him ? God said, I will put on his neck a collar of fire, and he shall be 
tortured with demons in Gehenna, until he become the ridicule of all men to 

the day of the resurrection. But, O thou Moses, dost thou not understand that 
for the cause of uncleanness I was angry at Sodom and Gomorra, and I burned 
them with fire; and for the cause of uncleanness off the youth I also overthrew 
Nineveh ? 

And Moses said, He who smites upon his head because of the dead ? God 

said, As one that took a spear and pierced me, so is he. And Moses said, He that 
rears the fatherless, because of the recompense ? God said, I will write for him 
for that soul every day a thousand mercies. And Moses said, He that gives 
food with respect of persons ? God said, He has no recompense with me. And 
he said, He that gives food as a tribute to the name of the departed, although he 

* The pointing may mean that this particle is to be taken as the Greek 
e••, 

"well." 
? Evidently the scribe has omitted a word or two here; but the sense must be essentially 

that of the words which I have supplied. 
5 The scribe has omitted a word here. Perhaps "them," or "boys" is to be supplied. 
? The scribe has written "and" for "of"; a very easy mistake in Nestorian script. 
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may [thus] become poor, what wilt thou give him ? God said, According as he 
made deprivation to himself, and gave food to the poor and the needy, a hundred- 
fold will I recompense him, and I will show mercy for that tribute. 

And Moses said, He that steals or defrauds or robs what is another's ?- 

If he repay him that which he has defrauded or robbed, and repent, I will for- 

give his debts. And if he repents but does not repay his debts, I will command 

my fiery angels to cast upon his neck chains of fire, and to bind him with the 
wicked in Gehenna; and to torment him without mercy. O Moses, mine is the 

power and the might and the valor. I do not require that there should be a collar 
on the neck of man, but upon the mountains and the islands, and on the neck of 

demons, who are enemies of men. 
And Moses said, He that removes the landmark of his neighbor, little or 

much, what is his reward ? God said, I will make a collar of fire and chains upon 
his neck, if he do not return it to its place. 

Moses said, My Lord and my God, he that steals or kills ? God said, As he 
had no mercy upon his fellow, I also will have no mercy upon him, nor shall it 

[i. e., mercy] be upon him forever. 
And Moses said, He that reviles his father or his mother, or makes a mock of 

them, what wilt thou give him ? God said to him, I will not hear his prayer, nor 
receive his petition, but I will cast him down to Gehenna, though he were Abra- 
ham the father of nations. 

And Moses said, He who lends money [lit., z u z a, a drachma] to others, and 
does not take from them increase or usury, what wilt thou give him ? God said, 
I will multiply his possessions, and will pardon his debts, and will write his name 
in the book of life with the martyrs and holy ones. But he that takes interest or 

usury, I will set thieves in authority over him, who will steal from him his posses- 

sions, and I will make him the fellow of Qain, that he may be tormented in 
Gehenna. 

Moses said, He that puts peace among men, what wilt thou recompense him ? 

God said, He shall be my beloved and friend, and I will make him inherit the 

kingdom of heaven.-And he that puts strife and murder among men, what wilt 
thou give him ? God said to him, He shall be far from me, and I will not suffer 
him to enter my kingdom. His dwelling shall be with the demons in Gehenna. 
Know also, O Moses, that he that oppresses his fellow oppresses me, and he that 
honors another honors me. O good Moses, command thy family, the children of 

Israel, that they be merciful towards the poor, and the widows, and the miserable. 
Let them not be oppressed.* Lo, I will hear the voice of their crying, and their 

groaning will come near to me, and sicken my heart; and I cannot endure their 

oppressions. Speak also to them and teach them: If they turn not from their 

* Perhaps it is better to punctuate thus: "poor. And the widows and the miserable, let them 
not be oppressed." 
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wicked thoughts, and give alms to the fatherless, I will pour out my wrath upon 
them, and will destroy them from their small even to their great. With me there 
is neither master nor servant, nor respect of persons; but I will recompense to 

every man according to his works, whether good or whether evil. 
After that God said to the Mount of Sinai, Be lifted up. And Mount Sinai 

was lifted up, and there was between heaven and the prophet Moses about a cubit. 
And Moses looked and saw all creation like a small brow. And God said, Ask, 
Moses, whatever thou desirest. And when Moses heard, he said also to God thus: 

O my Lord, art thou near or far, that I may come at thee ? And when God heard 
that Moses said to him thus, he said to him, I am exalted above all, and I am 
lower than all; and there is nothing beneath me. In every spot am I, and in 

every place I dwell. And Moses said,* O my Lord, what is thy clothing, and thy 
food ? And God (glory to his Name !) said, My food is the tears of sinners that 

repent and turn to repentance, and my clothing is the praises of the angels and 
the repentance of men. And Moses said, How wast thou existent before thou 
createdst the heaven and the earth ? And God said, I was existing with the 
reverend throne. And Moses said, What was that throne ? and who were bear- 

ing it up ? Where wast thou existent before the throne ? And God said to him, 
The throne was light and fire and flame, and it was upon the shoulders of four 

angels, one in the likeness of the figure of a man, and one in the likeness of the 

figure of an eagle, one in the likeness of the figure of a lion, and one the figure 
of a bull. And above the throne was nothing, save Me alone, the Maker of the 
heaven and the earth. O thou Moses, this heaven in which are the stars and the 
sun and the moon, it is also a firmament in the likeness of glass, and above it 
there are waters. And there is another heaven scarlet, and above it a sea of 

fire; and the third heaven, that is my throne. Those angels that bear up the 
throne have each [lit., he has] three hundred thousand mouths, and in every 
mouth three hundred thousand tongues, which utter praise in three hundred 
thousand variations, every one of them in its own voice [lit., in one voice; i. e., 

language or cry not human], glorifying and extolling and singing praises and 

ascribing honor to my great Name; and there is no one tongue among them that 
is like another [lit., there are not among them tongues that are like one another]. 
And amidst the four angels that bear up the throne, and between each and his 

fellow, are thirty thousand camps of cherubs and seraphs and angels and arch- 

angels, who are without number; a thousand thousands and a myriad oftf 
myriads, and more than the stars of heaven and the sand that is on the shore of 
the sea; and they glorify and sing praises and ascribe honor to my great and 
awful Name, without restraint and without ceasing. And, O thou Moses, accord- 

ing as I willed I created and brought into being from nothing everything that is 

* This word is accidentally repeated by the scribe. 
t By an easy slip the scribe has written "and" for "of." 
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in the heaven, and whatsoever is of the earth, and all that is in the seas and on 
the mountains. 

And Moses said, O my Lord, whither does thy face look ? to the east, or to 
the west, or to the north, or to the south ? God said, If thou desire to know, 
make a fire, and gaze into it, Moses, and see where is its face. And Moses 
answered and said [O] God, I gazed into the fire, and I saw that in all of its con- 

volution [is] its face. And God said, Thus am I, O Moses, in every spot and 

in every place; and full of me are the heaven and the earth and the seas and the 

mountains; and I am in the height and in the depth, above all and beneath all; 
and there is no place that is void of me, but the place of infidels and oppressors, 
and the region where they know me not, and the place-in which is no faith- 
of them that worship images the work of men's hands. 

And Moses said, O my Lord, dost thou sleep, or not ? And God said, O my 
servant Moses, I sleep not forever and ever. Take in thy hand a cup of water. 
And Moses did so as God said to him. And God cast a sleep on Moses, and he 
was sunk in sleep, and the cup fell from his hand, and the water within it was 

spilt. And Moses was awaked from his sleep, ashamed; and God said to him, O 
Moses, by my mighty arm, if I should fall asleep, the heaven and that which is 
in the earth would fall, just as the cup from thy hand and the water was spilt. 

And Moses said to him, O my Lord, I beseech that I may see thee with my 
eyes. God said to him, Thou art not able to see me, O Moses. But hie answered 
and said to him, If I see thee, I will say to the children of Israel that I have seen 

God, and I will speak the truth with them. And God said, Arise, pray, O Moses. 
After that he arose and prayed and prostrated himself ten times; then he looked 

up and saw that the heaven was opened at the divine beck, [an opening] in the 
likeness of a needle's eye. And Moses fell upon his face. and darkened his eyes, 
for Moses was not able to look with them. And when he was awakened from his 

trance, then he said, Great is thy honor; no one is able to search therein save 
those who, pure in their heart, behold the rays of thy divinity. 

And after that God said to the mount of Sinai, Descend. 
And after those things, God said to him, O Moses, after a little cometh the 

hour that they [i. e., the children of Israel] shall see me, and I shall be in the like- 
ness of one of them; and I will heal their wounded, and make whole their 
diseased, and raise their dead; but they will deny me, and crucify me upon the 
wood. O Moses, unless I descend to your father Adam, he [and] his descendants 
will remain in Gehenna. But I declared to him when I created him, [saying,] In 
the latter times I will deliver thee by one Man whom I shall clothe from thee 
[i. e., with thy humanity]. Prophesy it of me, and say that I will be thy descend- 
ant. And I said to him when I created him, Lift up thine eyes on high. And he 
lifted up his eyes; and I said, What seest thou ? He said to me, I saw a tree 

[lit., wood] above my head. And I said to him again, Rightly thou speakest. 
And he said, 0 my Lord, what is this wood, which is above my head ? It is like 
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me, in the figure of a cross. I said, O Adam, look up, look three times. And I 

said to him, What seest thou ? He said to me, I saw One in the image and in 
the likeness of me, who is crucified on the wood; his hands and his feet fastened 

[lit., they are fastening] with nails, and a crown of thorns is put on his head. 
And I showed to thy father Adam alone that which I have said to thee. O 

Moses, heaven and earth shall pass away: one yud or one stroke [or mark, or 

letter] from my word shall not pass away. I said to thy father Adam, For thy 
sake, O Adam, I will send the Son my Word [or, my Son the Word]; it shall put 
on humanity and shall be man. They will crucify him, and through his cross he 
shall redeem you. And thou Moses, I make [it] known to thee, until your* father 
Adam shall return to his garden and to Paradise from which he went out. He 
was driven out because he ate from the tree; and I expelled him from those good 
things. O thou Moses, then I declared to him, "I will redeem thee." And I will 

deliver him, him and his sons, from Gehenna. O Moses, when Adam trod under 
foot my commandment, and ate from the tree, and died the death of sin, and I 

drove him from the garden of delights, and he inherited the earth of curses, and 
went to Gehenna because he trod under foot my commandment, between me and 
him was this word, that I would descend and deliver him and his sons, and that I 
would not leave them in the hands of Satan and his torment. O thou Moses, this 
is the word between me and your* father Adam: After five thousand five 
hundred years I will descend to deliver him, and will pay his debts and sins; 
and I shall receive mocking, and spitting upon my face, and they shall fix nails in 

my hands and feet, and put on my head a crown of thorns, and smite me with a 

spear, and kill me; and I shall die, and through my death I shall raise Adam and 
his children to life from the death of sin; and they shall bury me, and I shall rise 
from the grave after three days; and I shall ascend to heaven and take up with 
me Adam and his children, and make him inherit the kingdom of heaven. But 
the Jews, I will scatter them through creation, and take from them the priest- 
hood and the kingdom and the prophecy, and give them to be stained black, so 
that they shall be as dogs hated of every one. Blessed are they that believe in 
me: woe to them that deny me.-And after that God said to Moses, Go down 
from the mount of Sinai. And Moses went down, and went to the children of 

Israel, and recounted to them how God had spoken to him. What he saw and 
what he heard he said to them.-Glory to God the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit, even forever and ever. Amen and Amen.-Ends the Narrative 
of Mar Moses, by the hands of the weak and sinful priest Zerwanda, son of the 
brother of Mar Yohanan. Pray for my contemptibility. Amen. 

* MS. "our," through the omission of two letters. Perhaps that reading is meant, however. 

CORRIOENDA. .-Page 163, last line of Syriac, for ~.5?h @@ read 
l..Le. 

Page 163, second 

foot-note, for for Lent read before, or at the beginning of, Lent. Page 165, line 4 from bottom, 

for 
?.&?l 

read ...h. Page165, lastline, for 
•SQ.O 

read 
-oto. 
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